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The poems in this collection portray the Greeks in less noble and uplifting
moods. I suspect few people will have previously encountered the side of Sappho
that produced fragment 55. Many of the poems rebuke enemies named and un-
named, humanity in general, and even a god comes in for abuse from Hipponax
(36 W). The remaining verses are fatalistic or gloomy in some way that caught my
attention, although a very few are simply crude.

Many of the poems come from the Anthology, including several poems of Pal-
ladas, whose moralizing grouchiness I have long been fond of. A number of the
poets are prone to coarse language, and, for that matter, coarse thought. I have
made no attempt to hide that in the vocabulary notes, where I have used plain
English rather than Latinate euphemism.

As I encounter grouchy new verses I will update this collection.

Palladas Anth.11.341

atvifewv yev dpiotov, 6 d¢ Poyog €xOeog dpxn’
GAAG KaKQDG eIV ATTIKOV €0TL UEAL.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. aivile to praise. &proTos m ov best; here impersonal, “it
is best..” woéyos 6 blame. #xBos TO gen.sg. hate, emnity. &pxn T beginning. 2.
KOKGS eiTreiv to speak ill (of someone). ’ATTikds 1) Ov Attic. péAr TO honey.  Attic
honey was famed not only for its quality (and price), but also for its medicinal benefits.
One suspects some sort of play related to the adjective Attikdv here, but it’s not clear
exactly what.
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Palladas Anth.10.85, “As flies to wanton boys”

TAVTeG TQ Bavdtw tnpovueda, kai Tpe@ouesda
WG ayéAn xoipwv opalopévwv GAGYwS.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. mwé&vTes ie., “all of us” B&vaTtos 6 death. Tnpéw take
care of, guard; observe.  Tpé@w bring up, rear. Note passive in both verbs. 2. e like.
&yiAn m herd. xoipos 6 pig. o@&lw slaughter; sacrifice.  &AOyws without reason,
absurdly, unintelligibly.

Alcaeus fr. 332, on the death of Myrsilus

VOV xpf] uebvobnv kai tiva nep Plav
TOVNY, €nel 0N katbave MOpaiAog.

Meter; =~~~ (from Alcaic strophe). 1. xpf + acc.inf., subject is tiva “now
someone must;” xpf] Aeolic accenting. peBUokw make drunk, pass. get drunk; ueb0vcsbnv
Aeol. aor.pass inf, Pia 7 strength, force. Trép = mepi, and also replaces vnép, which Ae-
olic lacks. 1rép Piav “with all your strength..” 2. reove (= nivw) Aeol.pres.inf. drink.
kaTa-Bvnokw die (away). Mupaoidos a political rival of A.

Xenophanes fr. 7

ndvta 0e0ig avédnkav “Ounpds 0’ ‘Holoddg te
Sooa map” avOpwmoiotv oveidea kai Pdyog €otlv,
Kol TAeloT €@OyEavto Oedv dbepiotia Epya,
KAEMTELY, HOIXEVELV TE Kl GAANAOUG ATtaTEVELY.

Meter: hexameter. 1. ré&vta everything. &va-Tifnui aor.act.3pl. attribute to + dat.
2.60(o)os n ovasmuch (many) as, as great as. Trapd + dat., beside, near; among.  évei-
8os T6 reproach, blame, disgrace. wéyos 6 blame. 3. TrAdicTos M ov superlative of
noAUg but best taken as intensive (Smyth §1085), “very many.”  @8éyyopet utter a sound;
speak clearly. &BepioTios ov lawless. 4. The infinitives list the GOepiotia.  KAéTTT
steal. poixeUw commit adultery. &TraTeUuw cheat, trick.



Palladas Anth.10.95

TAG T1§ AMaiEVTOC PPOVIHWTATAC £0TL CLWTQDV,
TOV AGyoV €yKpUTTWYV, WG Ttd00¢ aioxpdTatov.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1.Tr&s Tigeveryone. &mraideuTtos ovuneducated. @péviMos
(n) ov sensible, prudent, here superlative. o1& be silent, keep silent; take partici-
ple temporally, “when being silent.” 2. tév i.e., “his” #y-kpUtrTe hide, conceal (in).
Tré&Bos TO affliction, disease. aioxpds & 6v shameful, wretched, again superlative.

Meleager Anth.5.208

o0 pot tatdopavng kpadia: T 8¢ tepnvdv, "Epwreg,
avdpoParteiv, ei un dovg T AaPeiv €0éAeL;

& XEIp YAp TAV XEIpA. KAAQ UE UEVEL TAPEKOLTIG!
€ppot mdg dponv apoevikaic Aapiotv.

Meter: elegiac couplet. The language is Epic-lonic with a light Doric dusting. 1. po1dat.
of possession, “Idon’t have..” Tro18opavns ésboy-crazy. xpadia M heart. TepTIVOS
1 6v delightful, pleasant; here a noun, “what pleasure?” “Epws wTos 6 Eros, often
thought of as a group of armed children, not just the one we’re used to. 2. &v8poPaTiw
mount men, sodomize; it’s not clear how coarse this word is — Justin Martyr uses it, so
probably not very. &l um unless. 8iSewom1 aor.act.part. nom.sg.m. give. AcpPévw
aor.act.inf.receive. 3.&=1. xeip xe1pos nhand. Té&v=tHv. cf. Epicharmus frag.,
& 8¢ xelp tav xelpa viler 86¢ 1 kai te AduPave, “the hand washes the (other) hand: give
something and receive something” kaA& =«kaAf. Méve remain; wait (for). Trap&-
ko1Tis 105 1 (female) bedpartner; wife. 4. Eéppw pres.act.opt. 3sg. disappear, come to harm,
perish; optative of wish. Colloquially, “get lost” or the like. &ponv &v male, masculine.
Ta¢ Gpony “every male” &poevikds 1) 6v male, masculine. AaPis iSos 1) dat.pl. han-
dle; holder, tongs.  There is an ambiguity, presumably deliberate, in the use of the dative
here. It could indicate either accompaniment (Smyth §1524, §1527a) or instrument.

Glycon Anth.10.124

TAvTa YEAWG, Kal Tdvta KOG, Kol Tavta o undév:
ndvta yap €€ dAAdywv £0Tl T& yivoueva.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. Tr&vTa everything; supply éotiv. yéAws wTos 6 laugh-
ter; cause for laughter.  xovi§ gws 1) dust; ashes. TO pndév nothing, nominalized. 2.
&\oyos ov without reason, irrational; unsuited. y1vopeva = yryvoueva; ndvta t& yivo-
ueva everything that happens.



Sappho fr. 55

katddvoioa 8¢ keion gs’ TOTA UVAUOGOVH GEDEV
€o0eT’ 00O€ OB Botepov: ov yap medéxng Ppddwv
TV €K Mepiag, GAN aedavng kav Alda déuw
@o1tdong med’ GuadpwV VEKVWY EKTETOTAUEVA.

Meter: === "™ o~ Aeolic dialect. 1. kaTa-Bvnokw aor.act.part. nom.
sg.f.die. xelpon fut.mid.2sg. lie; liedead. TroTa =mOTE. pMVMMOGUVT T remembrance,
memory. oé8sv =000. 2.#cosTortherewillbe. Trofn 1 longing for, desire for. UoTe-
povadv. later. Tred-éxns = MeT-éxNS < peT-éxw partake of + gen. Here and 1.4 gortdong
an alternate spelling if the 2sg. -€1g some editors accept. PpodSwv = pédwv < pédov T6
rose. 3. T article acting as rel. = @v; but see Smyth §1159. TTiepia Pieria, a home of
the Muses. &@avns és unseen, unnoticed. ®é&v =xaiév. ‘Aidagen. 4.@orTdw go
toand fro. Tred =petd. &uaupds (&) ovdark. vékus uog bcorpse.  EK-TTOTGOMAL
perf.mid.part. nom.sg.f. fly away.

Hipponax 36 (West)

guol 8¢ Modtog — €ott yap Ainv TupASG —
¢c Tkl NOwV 008aY’ eimev “Inn@vad,
d1dwui Tot pvag dpyvpou tpikovTa

Kal TOAN €T GAA” SetAatog yap TAG PPEVag.

Meter: choliambic trimeter, =—~<«—=—<=<— |, TTAoUTtos 6 Wealth. Ainv very.
TUPASs M Ov blind. 2. ég =¢is. Tk = ta oikia. oUSap& not at all; never. 3.
Tol =00l MV& pvas 1 mina, a (substantial) unit of money by weight; 1 mina = 100
drachmae. é&pyupos 6 silver, silver money. TpifkovTa indec. thirty. 4. kal TOAN
€T GA\a “and many other things besides.” 8eidaios « ov wretched, sorry, paltry; note
scansion: Seidaloc.  T&s i.e. his, Wealth’s. @pnv @pevos 1y midriff but usually heart,
soul, mind; acc. of respect.

Semonides 2 (West)

T00 pev Bavovtog ovk av évBupoiueda,
€1 TL ppovoipev, TAETOV UEPNG UIFG.

Meter: iambic trimeter. 1. 8vnokew die; here aor.part. acting like a noun, 6 favdv,
the deceased.  év-Bupéopeon opt. pres.mid.3sg. think much of, be concerned at + gen. 2.
T1 adverbial, “somewhat, at all”  @povéw opt. pres.act.1pl. be wise, have understanding.
TAglov Nuépng wifig continues the sense of the first line. TrAsicwov TrAdiov comp. of
ToAUG, more, greater; with gen. for comparand.  £is pia #v gen.sg.f. one.



Callimachus Epigram 28

éxOalpw T Moinua tO KUKAIKOV, 00 KeAeVOW
xadpw ti¢ ToAAovG e kal Mt pépe,

Ho® Kai wepigortov Epduevov, ovd’ amod kprivng
mivw* okxaivw mdvta t@ dnudoia.

Avcavin, o 8¢ vaixt kadog kaddg — GAAG mpiv eineiv
T00T0 0ap®OG, NXW Pnot tig “GAhog éxer.”

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. éx8aipw hate. Troinua Té poem; internal correption, scan
Tomud.  kUkAkOs 1y v circular, cyclic; in common use cyclic poems are Epics, but here C.
probably means popular or common poetry. kéAsuBos 1 path, way, voyage. 2. xaipw
rejoice at, take pleasure in; greet + dat.  Tis = f{nep, i.e., kéAevbog. D8 ki 8¢ “here
and there” 3. uicéw hate. TrepigorTos ov revolving; wandering around.  épwpevos
6 (young male) lover. xpfyvn 1 spring; well, fountain. 4. Tive (1) drink.  o1kxxivw
loathe. 8nuoéoios o ov belonging to the state; used by the public, common. 5. Aucavias
ou 6 Epic voc. Lysanias.  vaixu yes, truly.  Note scansion, kaAd¢.  Trpiv + inf, before.
6. ToUTo object, i.e., the phrase “vaixt kahog kaAdg”  ca@dds clearly, distinctly.  fAxeo
oUs M echo. We're meant to take “GAAog €xer” as echoing “vaixt kaAog kaAdg.”

Semonides 3 (West)

TOANOG yap Nuiv €oti tebvaval xpévog,
(uev & ap1Ou® madpa Tkak®g ETeq.

Meter: iambic trimeter. 1. 8vfiokw #Bavov TiéBvnka Epic perf.act.inf, die; be killed;
perf. be dead; complement to noAAOG xpbvog, “much time to be dead” 2. & (< {Dw)
live.  é&pi1Buods 6 number; sum; quantity; take with madpa, “few in number” Tralpos
ov little, small; few. ~ As transmitted there is a missing heavy position in the line before
kak®¢. This has resulted in much editorial speculation, which, following West, I have
omitted here. &tog T6 Epic uncontracted acc.pl. year.

Automedon of Cyzicus Anth.11.46

avOpwrot deiAng, Ote mivopev: fiv d¢ yévnrat
8pBpog, n’ dAARAov¢ Ofipeg Eyerpdueda.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. 8eiAn 1 afternoon (early or late); gen. of time within which.
mivew () drink. fiv=£4v. 2.8pBpos 6daybreak, dawn. é1riin hostile sense, “against,”
as often with military verbs. 8Mp 8npds 6 wild animal. éyeipopat be or become awake;
rouse, stir oneself: there is a play on the different senses of the word between waking up

(8pBpog) and getting oneself roused against another (¢n’ GAAAAOVG).



Anonymous Anth.11.8

un wopa, un otepdavoug Mbivaig otnAatot xapilov,
unde to mhp PAEENC: £¢ keEVOV 1) Samdvn.

(vl pot, € 1 OéAerg, xdpioar téppnv d¢ peblokwv
AV ToroeLg, Kooy O Bavwv Tietat.

Meter: elegiac couplet. 1. puUpov T6 (0) sweet oil, perfume. oTépavos 6 wreath, gar-
land, crown.  Aifwvos (n) ov made of stone; like stone.  oThAn 7 dat.pl. monument, grave-
stone.  xapilopen pres.mid.imp. 2sg. show favor or kindness; dedicate; + dat. to someone
or, as in this case, to something. 2. 16 TUp the funeral fire. @Aéyw aor.act.subj.
2sg. burn, kindle. kevds 1) 6v empty, void, fruitless; €¢ kevév “to no purpose.”  Satrdvn
1 cost, expense. 3. L& (< {dw) pres.act.part. dat.sg.m. live, agreeing with yot.  xé&pioai
aor.mid.imp. 2sg.; cf. line 1. Té@pea T Epic acc.sg. ashes, esp. of a funeral pyre. peBuokw
make drunk; give to drink; moisten. 4. TrmAds 6 clay; mud. koUx = kaiovy. 6 Bavwv
“the dead” Triopen (1 orY) drink.



